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SOME ACCOUNT OF HANOVER AND THE HANOVERIANS. 





=> 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE CITY OF HANOVER. 


Ar this important period, when, after a close and cordial 
union of exactly one hundred and twenty-three years, the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Hanover have become 
once more separate states, and have to acknowledge dis- 
tinct and independent sovereigns, it may not be unin- 
teresting to our readers to peruse a short account of these 
continental possessions, which now form the kingdom of 
his Majesty Ernest Augustus the First. 

The present Queen of England and King of Hanover, 
as our readers well know, stand in the relation of niece 
and uncle, and are of the same family, certainly the most 
ancient, and not the least illustrious, of any princely house 
now existing. The GueLpns can be traced to the earliest 
period of the Christian era, and, in fact, may be considered 
as the stock from which every other reigning house in 
Europe has derived its first distinction and its princely 
blood. 


EARLY OCCUPATION OF GERMANY BY THE GOTHIC 
TRIBES. 

Tue history of the most ancient and illustrious house of 
Guelph, in as far as it is connected with that of England, 
commences with George the First. He added the crown of 
Great Britain to the sovereignty of their hereditary states in 
Germany; and became King of England as well as Elector 
of Hanover, and Duke of Brunswick and Luneburg; it 
has now finished with William the Fourth. We shall, 
therefore, in this article give some account of the past and 
present state of the people and kingdom of Hanover. 
The following details are corrected from the History of the 
House of Guelph, by Sin ANDREW HaLuipay. 

Vou, XI, 





It is a difficult task to ascertain with certainty the inha 
bitants of any particular district of Germany, during the 
first ages of what may be called modern Europe, as the 
successive hordes of barbarians who descended from the 
unknown North, and who, in the first instance, narrowed 
the limits, and afterwards effected the ruin, of the Roman 
power, may be said to have made Germany only a halting- 
place. They continued to advance to the south, and their 
place was occupied by a new tribe or nation of the same 
people. The exterminating warfare which was too often 
carried on among these savages themselves, was also suffi- 
cient to change the face of the country, with respect to its 
inhabitants, in a very few years; and hence it is that we 
find in the ancient writers so many differences of opinion 
with regard to the names and numbers of the tribes who 
inhabited the north of Europe. 

About the period when Cesar conquerea Gaul, and 
advanced beyond the Rhine, the sea-coast between the 
Elbe, the Weser, and the Ems, was occupied by a people 
called Chauct and Cherusci. The Chamavi and Longa- 
bardi dwelt more inland, and divided amongst them the 
greater part of the country about Hanover and Brunswick. 
The Angli are placed in that district now known as the 
Duchy of Lawenburg. The Hessians are said to be the 
descendants of the Catti, or Chassi, of that time. And 
what constitutes the kingdom and country of the present 
Saxons, was then possessed by the Suevi, Hermunduri, 
Ubii, and Sedasii. 

In the interval between the time of Cassar and the reign 
of Trajan, many of these nations had changed their posi- 
tion, but in general they retained their ancient names. As 
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a whole people, they had obtained the appellation of Goths 
and Vandals, The former were established towards the 
mouth of the Vistula, and in that fertile province where 
the commercial eities of Thorn, Elbing, Konningsberg, and 
Dantzic, were, long afterwards, founded ; while the more 
numerous tribes of the latter extended to the westward. 
But a striking similarity of manners, complexion, reli- 
gn, and language, clearly indicated that they were origi- 
lly one great nation. ' 
+ the na of the Antonines, the Goths were still seated in 
Prussia ; and in the reign of Alexander-Severus the Roman 
rovince of Dacia began to experience their proximity, by 
omens and destructive inroads. It was about the year 
240 that the inhabitants of the Lower Rhine and the 
Weser formed a confederacy, under the title of Franks, or 
freemen. This union, which was effected, in the first 
instance, by tacit consent and with mutual advantage, was 
gradually cemented by habit and experience. The Franks 
were no sooner aware of their combined strength, than they 
entered upon foreign conquest. They encruached upon the 
provinces of Gaul, and though often repulsed, were at last 
able to take and to retain possession of these provinces ; 
and their leaders laid the foundation of the present French 
monarchy. Similar confederacies were formed, and other 
conquests made, by various of the German nations. Their 
names have been perpetuated in the countries which they 
subdued, and their descendants have reigned as sovereigns 
in almost every state in Europe. 5 
The accounts which we have of the first Gothic tribes, 
are such as are common to all savages. They were a war- 
like people, without either cities, letters, arts, or money. 
They carried with them what they most valued, their arms, 
their cattle, and their women. Among some an hereditary 
monarchy was established; but the greater number obeyed 
a leader of their own choice. Ina the dull intervals of 
peace, they were immoderately addicted to deep gaming and 
excessive drinking ; aud they gloried in passing whole days 
and nights at table. Their habitations were nothing more 
than low huts of a eircular figure, built of rough umber, 
thatched with straw, and pierced at the top, to allow the 
light to enter and the smoke to go out; and “ each bar- 
barian,” says Gibbon, “ fixed his independent dwelling on 
the spot to which a plain, a wood, or a stream of fresh 
water, had mduced him to give the preference.’ In war 
they were early renowned; and many of the German tribes, 
from their numbers and improved state of military disci- 
line, were formidable rivals of their Roman invaders. 
arus, with the best troops of Augustus, was defeated near 
Pyrmont, by Arminius, the leader of the savage Cherus- 
cians; about the beginning of the first century (a.p. 9); 
and when, in the process of time, they had learned from 
their invaders the more perfect use of arms, and accident 
had couvinced them of the power of union and numbers, 
these savages ravaged Italy and the south; they marched 
boldly to the attack of imperial Rome itself, and Atula the 
Hun was able to dictate terms to the mistress of the world. 


THE FRANKS-——CURISTIANITY ESTABLISHED IN GERMANY 
BY OCHARLEMAGNE—-ESTABLISHMENT OP THE VARIOUS 
STATES——-HANOVER ERECTED INTO A KINGDOM, 


Ture is a long period of darkness between the fifth and 
the miuth century, which is but rarely illumined with the 
light of historical truth; and our principal sources of in- 
formation respecting persons and places in those unsettled 
ages, are from the collections of miracles and traditions, 
made by the credylous monks of the tenth century; and 
which, fortunately for the world, escaped the sword of the 


destroyer in the 
cenveut, 

The historian of the present day owes much to these 
pious recluses; and when they treat of the transactions of 
their own time, or of the generation immediately preceding 
them, the outlines of their detail, and also the greater part 
vf their specific statements, may be taken, when divested 
of their superstition, as generally correct, 

Meroveus, the leader of the Franks, was the first of their 
kings in the newly-acquired provinces of Gaul, and must 
have lived about the year 400. The country was often 
divided into separate kingdoms, but his descendants con- 
tinued to reign in France for more than three centuries 
and a half. 

The —_ master of the palace had, previous to the end 
of the Merovingean race, enjoyed much of the power of 
the sovereign, and was at last able to usurp the crown. 


sanctified seclusion of the privileged 
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Pepin, the son of Charles Martel, the master of the palace 
to Childeric the Third, was crowned King of France in 
752; and his son Charles, animated by a desire of con- 
quest and zeal for the true religion, overran the greater 
part of Germany, and compelled its pagan inhabitants to 
embrace Chrisuanity or submit to death, 

When Charlemagne began his reign, the north-west part 
of Germany had obtained the general appellation of Saxony, 
and the people were united under one sovereign. Witti- 
kend, their king at this period, was a prince of no oidinary 
talents, and was well entitled to rank as the rival of Charle 
magne. The war between these sovereigns was carried on 
with various success for many years, but at last the Chris 
tian arms prevailed; Wittikend was converted, and acknow 
ledged the authority of the King of France; and his states 
were merged in the Western Empire. Monks and militery 
governors were spread over the country, and religion and 
strict discipline went hand in hand in civilizing the people. 

The cathedral churches of Paderborne, Minden, Osna- 
burg, Bremen, Verden, and others, were built, by the com 
mand of the emperor; and bishops were appointed to these 
sees. ‘The temporal welfare of the people was equally con- 
sulted, and freedom of commerce was granted to Barde- 
wich and Celle, towns of some consideration in that part 
of the country which constitutes the present Duchy 
of Luneburg. Wittikend, though conquered, was still 
allowed, as Duke of Saxony, to retain the government of 
his country. It comprehended the whole of the present 
kingdom of Hanover and circle of Westphalia; but, as we 
believe, we fuliow the best authorities, wheu we state that 
he left no male issue, and that the greater part of his posses- 
sions passed into the hands of the nobles who had been 
leit by Chai:lemagne as the military govervors or protectors 
of the trontiers, and were either the descendants of the 
ancient families of the country, or strangers transferred 
trom a distant part of the empire, 

A small portion, however, must have remained to Gisela, 
the daughter of Wittikend, who married Bruno, one of her 
fathers generals, as their grandson, Ludolph, had a con- 
spicuous rank i the empire, as Duke of Saxony, in the 
reign of Lewis the Second and Charles the Bald, The 
Counts of Supplingenburg and Nordheim were amongst 
the most ancient of the Saxon nobles, and held some of 
the finest provinces in the present kingdom of Hanover. 
The country on the Ocker belonged to the Brunones, the 
descendants of a brother or son of the first Bruno; and 
Luneburg was the property of the family of the Biliungs. 
Gertrude, the enly sister of Eckbert, the last Margrave 
of Brunswick of the line of Bruno, conveyed that ter- 
ritory to Otho the Fat, Count of Nordheim, whom she 
married in 1092; and their only daughter and heiress, 
Kichenza, married Lothaire, Count of Supplingenburg, 
whose female ancestor, it is believed, was the daughter of 
the emperor Otho the Second. 

Gebhard, the father of Lotnaire, who is styled Count 
of Supplingenburg and Count of Blankenburg, also Count 
Palatine, fell in battle in 1075; and Lothaire, in 1106, got, 
in addition to these honours, the investiture of the Duchy 
of Saxony from Henry the Fourth, on the death of Magnus 
Billung without male heirs; but the greater part of the 
hereditary states of the Billung family were conveyed to 
Henry the Biack, Duke of Bavaria, as the marriage por- 
tion of Wullfilda, the eldest daughter of Duke Magnus. 

Henry the Proud, Duke of Bavaria, the son of Henry 
the Black and Wulfilda of Billung, married Gertrude, the 
only daughter and heiress of Lothaire, now Emperor of 
Germany, and of Richenza, heiress of Nordheim; and 
having been invested with the Duchy of Saxony, his pe 
son, Henry the Lion, in right of his mother and grand- 
mother, became sovereign of the united possessions of 
Brunswick, Luneburg, Supplingenburg, and Nordheim; 
and is the first of the Guclphs ot Bavaria who wade Bruus- 
wick his fixed place of resideuce. Henry's dominions 
were too extensive for a subordinate sovereign, and bis 
power too great fur a subject of the empire. In 1180 he 
was deprived of his hereditary titles of Duke of Bavaria 
and Duke of Saxony. These countries were conferred on 
other princes; and he was compelled to be content with 
the possessions that had belonged to his ancestor, Witti- 
kend, and which were not of greater extent than the pre- 
sent Hanoverian kingdom and Brunswick duchy. ‘The 
sons of Henry the Lion enjoyed the nominal tide of Duis 
of Saxony, but possessed only that portion of the counwy 
which had belonged to their female ancestors; and in 1235, 
the states of Brunswick and Luneburg were ereeted into 





e vert eee ™ oF tf 


= 


SUPPLEMENT FOR AUGUST, 1837. 838 


a feudal duchy, and conferred upon Otho the Infant, his 
grandson. . 

The divisions and subdivisions of their property, which 
so generally took place among the Princes of Brunswick, 
were not only ruinous to the Guelphie power during the 
middie ages, but most injurious to the country which they 
governed. The Princes of Brunswick and Luneburg 
were very frequently engaged in civil wars and domestic 
broils; and the glory of their name and lineage was 
often sacrificed to the petty ambition of possessing a town 
or a principality that belonged to a brother or a cousin. It 
was not till a very late period that minor considerations 
were allowed to give place to what was obviously for the 
general good; and Ernest Augustus, Elector and Duke of 
Hanover, in the seventeenth century, was the first to 
establish the right of primogeniture in his family; and to 
unite in his own person, and in that of his descendants, 
the greater part of the Guelphic possessions in Germany. 
Since his day these possessions have been considerably 
augmented, and now form the kingdom of Hanover, as it 
was established by the treaty of Vienna in 1815. 


THE VARIOUS PROVINCES OF HANOVER—NATURAL PRO- 
DUCTIONS, MANUFACTURES, AND COMMERCE, 


Hanover, as a kingdom, contains about 820 German 
(18,000 English) square miles *, and is divided into the fol- 
lowing provinces :—Calemberg, Grubenhagen, Luneburg, 
Gottingen, Lawenburg, Osnaburg, Hildesheim, and East 
Friesland; all of which have occasionally been sovereign 

rincipalities; Bremen and Verden are duchies; Hoya, 
Diepholz, Lingen, Danneberg, Hobnstein, Bentheim, and 
Spiegelberg, are counties. It also comprehends the circle 
of Meppen, the district of Emsbiihren, with the land 
Hadeln, and Upper and Lower Harz. The population 
amounts to nearly a million and a half. 

To the north of the city of Hanover, the present capital, 
the country in general is low, with immense tracts of sandy 
plain, and a number of impenetrable marshes; but to the 
south and east of the city the soil is better, and well culti- 
vated. Agriculture and the breeding of cattle are the 
chief employment of the people. 

The mountains of the Deister, Solling, Siintell, and in- 
numerable hills of lesser note, give a diversified appear- 
ance to the face of the country, and are, for the most part. 
covered with rich and extensive forests of oak, beech, and 
pine. These forests are a source of never-failing wealth to 
the king, from the superior manner in which they are 
managed, and of great comfort and convenience to the in- 
habitants of the kingdom. The rivers afford many facili- 
lities for trade and manufaetures ; and, although the natives 
of this kingdom are more an agricultural than a commer- 
cial people, they are not deficient in a spirit for speculation. 
Osnaburg has long been celebrated for its manufacture of 
linens, particularly for a A yews which has obtained the 
name of Osnaburgs, and of which more than a million of 
ells are annually exported. The wool of the country, 
which is abundant in woe and some of it of excellent 
quality, is also manufactured into broad and other cloths, 
which in durability, though not in fineness, rival the produce 
of England. They are chiefly used for home consumption. 

The produce of the Harz mines, including the gold and 
silver coined into money, may be taken at an average of 
two millions of dollars annually; but the greater part of 
that sum is spent in the district, in improving the works of 
the mines, and in supporting a population of thirty thousand 
souls, who are connected with the mining establishments. 
Lead and copper are the principal metals exported, to which 
may now be added a large quantity of cast and wrought 
iron, since the works at Rotté Hiitte were finished. 

There is a very extensive and well-conducted manufac- 
tory of fire-arms in the town of Hertzberg, and while the 
proprietor continues, as at present, by the superior quality 
of the article brought to market, to merit the support 
of the government and the public, it cannot fail to be a 

rofitable concern. There is a large establishment near 
elle for the dressing and spinning of flax; and the 
peasants of that provinee have a profitable trade in the 
rearing of bees, and supply a great part of the Continent 
with bees'-wax, for candles, &c. There is a large glass- 
manufactory in the Solling mountains, established by a 
Private individual, and the government also carry on a 
similer establishment at Osterwald. There are several ex- 
tensive salt-springs in different parts of the kingdom, and 


* The German miles are fifteen to a degree. 





the manufacture of salt is a source of great profit to indi- 
viduals and to the public revenue, Earthenware, and even 
china of tolerable fineness, are manufactured at Duingen; 
and gunpowder, of the = best quality, is made at Aerzen 
and Bomlitz. Cattle and sheep are in great abundance 
in the kingdom, the horses are in general good, and the 
king’s stud is one of the finest in Germany. More 
than one hundred, of the best blood, are generally sent 
from his majesty’s stables into the different provinces of 
the kingdom every year, for the purpose of improving the 
stock. The farmers understand the cultivation of the soil; 
and have, in general, most abundant crops of corn, hem 
flax, and tobacco, which are their chief articles of growth. 
The taxes, in the present times of peace and plenty, are, 
comparatively speaking, very trifling, and scarcely felt; 
but the people were long sufferers from the horrors and 
oppressions of the late war, of which, unfortunately, 
Hanover had toendure more than its share; and it is more 
than a century since it has beer blessed with the presence 
of its sovereign. Hut George the Fourth, from the moment 
he became the ruler of their destinies, devoted his atten- 
tion, in no ordinary degree, to the welfare of the aneient 
vassals of his house, and more especially so, did our late 
most gracious sovereign, who was as patriotic a Hano- 
verian as he was an Englishman. He was well versed in 
the history and antiquity of his family and their original 
country, and unwearied in his zeal to promote the best 
interests of that country and of his people. 


GOVERNMENT—PROPERTY OF THE SOIL—THE KING'S 
DOMAINS. 


Tite government has hitherto been carried on by a committee 
of five of the king's ministers, with his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cambridge as Viceroy. Three of these 
ministers, with his royal highness, resided constantly in 
Hanover. One of them was ambassador at the court of 
Vienna, and the other resided in London. 

The property of the soil was vested, for the most part, in 
the king and the nobles; and, independent of his being 
sovereign of the country, the king of Hanover was, bond 
Jide, proprietor of about two-thirds of the whole lagded 
property of the kingdom. Part of that property was feued 
out to the peasants, and part of it let to regular tenants, 

The country is divided into districts, or ampts, which are 
superintended by a magistrate. If a commoner, this 
mugistrate is called the amptman; if a noble, he has the 
title of drost, or landrost. Tie king's domains were in 
general let wholesale to the amptman, or drost, and by him 
subset to the peasantry. This, which was one of the great 
sources of mismanagement, or rather of bad government, 
was done away with in 18)9; and, as the leases of the 
different ampts fell in, they were iet to the person who gave 
the best offer for the land. 

It was no uncommon occurrence, in former times, for the 
person who was the favourite of the minister of the day to 
get a lease of a large district of country at an annual rent 
of half a dollar per acre, which he would immediately 
subset in small farms to the peasants, at six, eight, or ten 
dollars. The whole of the king's property, whether in 
land, woods, or mines, was managed by what was called the 
king's chamber; and each of these departments was super- 
intended by a privy councillor, who had the title of director, 

The king's court consists still of a grand marshal of the 
palace, a lord chamberlain, and several chamberlains; a 
master and vice-master of the horse, a lord treasurer, 
master of the hunt, and all the minor officers of state. 
These, and all the civil judges, are appointed by the crown, 
and were paid from the king's revenues; and his majesty 
also contributed to the other expenses of the state the 
ordinary taxes which were levied upon every subject. 

By the last account which was made public, the revenue 
of the sovereign amounted to nearly 500.0004, 


THE CONSTITUTION. 


In 1819 George the Fourth (then Prince Regent,) granted 
a new constitution to the country, by which the nation in 
future was to be represented by two chambers, forming a 
legislature in some measure similar to that of Great Britain. 
In each province the former local government was continued; 
and its affairs were managed by a legislative assembly of its 
own, consisting of representatives chosen from the clergy, 
nobles, and towns of the district ; and it was a certain number 
of deputies from these provincial assemblies, that formed 
what were called the general states of the oe 
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The first chamber of the Allgemeine-lanstiinde, or States- | 


General, was similar to the British House of Peers, and 


consisted of the mediatized princes of the kingdom ° ; the | 
earl-marshal and postmaster-general, whose offices are here- | 


ditary ; the Catholic bishops of the kingdom ; three Pro- 
testant clergymen, who were the heads of reformed abbeys, 
or members of the consistory; and the directors of the 
king's chamber, or treasury, who had seats as a matter of 
right; of such peers as the king might create, who pos- 
sessed an entailed property to a certain extent, (six thou- 
sand dollars per annum); and the deputies, limited to a 
fixed number, who were returned by the nobles of the 
several provincial states, and who were members only by 
favour or election. The second chamber, or house of com- 
mons, consisted of the representatives of the clergy, the 


reformed convents, the University of Gittingen, and of 


the’ large towns, to which a third class was added, the 
representatives of the FPeuars, or free boors of the king- 
dom. All laws or regulations were to be debated in the two 
chambers separately; but if they differed on any point, 
they were to be formed into one assembly, and the opinion 
of the majority was to be considered as the decision of the 
two houses. 

All these regulations, however, were in a great measure 
annulled by a new constitution, which his late Majesty, 
William the Fourth, promulgated in the latter end of 1833; 
a constitution which certainly effected a radical change in 
almost all the institutions of the kingdom, and was op- 
posed to the long cherished habits and feelings of the 

ple ; and, what is more, was carried into effect without 
Raving obtained the necessary sanction, which, according 
to the great Charter of the German Confederation, it 
ought to have received, before it could be binding upon 
the people. Under the mild sway of the amiable Viceroy, 
and while the nobles were allowed to divide the kingly 
spoils amongst them, and with a people so constitutionally 
Joyal, the short period that has elapsed since this Charter 
was granted, has passed without any disturbances, or any 
great degree of agitation. But it was most unsatisfactory 
to the people generally, and strongly remonstrated against 
by almost all the Provincial States. This constitution 


— have been continued as long as the country was 


under the dominion of a permanently absent sovereign: but 
not otherwise. The Duke of Cumberland, as heir pre- 
sumptive to the crown, saw this, and as, in case of his ever 
succeeding, he must reside amongst his people, he pro- 
tested in the strongest terms against the adoption of any 
such law. But the authors of that law were more powertul 
jn the Royal Closet than the Prince, and it did pass. 

The first act, however, of Ernest Augustus the First, 
has been to suspend its operations; but, with that caution 
and prudence which mark an intelligent mind, he has 
appointed a commission consisting of men of the most 
sound views, and fully informed on all legal and constitu- 
tional points—men of principle, great learning, and ma- 
tured judgment,—who are directed to consider the consti- 
tution granted by the late king, and report thereon; and 
we have no doubt, that according to their report, Ernest 
Augustus will be guided as to his future measures. 

e cannot conclude this section, without remarking, that 
it was an Ernest Augustus, first Duke of Celle, that united, 
and in a manner consolidated, the then scattered and 
divided states of his family, and made them of some im- 

rtance as an independent portion of the German empire. 
fe was an Ernest Augustus, then only Bishop of Osnaburg, 
that raised these states to the dignity of an Electorate, and 
was the rirxsr Elector: and we have no doubt, but that 
Ernest Augustus, the First resident king of his family, if 
eee for a few years, will make Hanover one of the most 

ourishing and happy kingdoms in Europe. Ernest 
Avoustvs has therefore been a most auspicious name for 
the people of Hanover. 


THE CIVIL AND CRIMINAL COURTS OF LAW. 


Wirn regard to the civil and criminal courts, it is difficult 
to give any distinct account. Hanover had, and we 
believe still has, no national code of civil law, and the 
Roman and canon law, modified in certain instances by par- 
ticular or local statutes, is that by which the judges are 
guided in their decisions; but much depends upon the 


* When Germany was reorganized, a number of the smaller 

rovinces, whose rulers held sovereign rank, were annexed to the 

Tger states, and the proprietor, though allowed to retain his princely 
rank, and its rights and privileges, became a subject of the larger 
state to which his territory had been attached—he was mediatized, 





still prevailing maxims of the feudal system. A creditor 
can sequestrate and sell the goods of his debtor, but cannot 
incarcerate his person, unless he makes it appear that he is 
about to fly from justice. 

In criminal matters the code of Charles the Fifth, called 
the Carolina, forms the basis of the law of Hanover. 
When a person is suspected or accused of a crime, he is 
immediately taken up and thrown into prison; and the 
magistrate of the district in which the crime was committed, 
or the prisoner apprehended, is charged with the duty of 
taking a precognition, He examines witnesses upon oath, 
and procures all the information possible against the 
accused; and when this investigation is concluded, the 
documents are transmitted to the high court of criminal jus 
tice at Hanover, which either proceeds to the trial at once, 
or orders a further investigation before the provincial court. 

Cases of civil action, in most instances, commence before 
the Amptman, or judge of the district, from which an 
appeal lies to the court of chancery, the supreme civil court 
of each province. Should its sentence not be satistactory, 
the cause may be carried, by either party, before the high 
court of appeal, which sits at Celle, and whose decisions can 
be executed with effect in any part of the kingdom. ‘Jn 
matters of great interest, an appeal from the high court 
may be made to the king in council; but in general the 
sentence of the court of Celle is considered final. The 
whole of the proceedings are carried on in written pleadings, 
and the courts are private. The supreme criminal court 
sits in Hanover; but there is in every province a supreme 
court of civil and criminal justice, besides the dominial 
ampts, public ampts, courts of the nobles, and courts of 
the cities and towns, which are all courts of the first in- 
stance, and exist in every district. 


DIFFERENT CLASSES OF THE PEOPLE. 


Tux nobles, or freyhern, formerly claimed many excep- 
tions from the ordinary proceedings in courts of law, and 
were excused from many of the general imposts; but few 
of their ancient privileges are now either claimed or allowed, 
as by the constitution of 1819, all subjects were declared 
equal in the eye of the law. The proceedings in the civil 
courts of law are often extended to an indefinite length; 
but we must add, that we have heard of no instance where 
justice, though delayed, was not fairly administered. 

In most of the states in Germany there are as yet only 
two classes of the people, the nobles and the peasants, or, 
what the language of the country more truly implies, the 
freemen and the vassals. But in Hanover, a third class of 
opulent merchants is springing up in many of the cities 
and towns; and the king's vassals, and free boors of the 
kingdom, having been admitted to a shure in the national 
representation, may justly be compared to the yeomaury of 
England. The great body of the nobility otf Germany are 
the descendants of those vassals who, for their distinguished 
services, or by special favour, obtained their freedom fiom 
their immediate chiefs, and were ennobled by the emperor, 
They are extremely numerous, because all "the wale de- 
scendants of a count, or a baron, are entitled by courtesy to 
the rank of their ancestor, though the legal nights of the 
title are restricted to his lineal representative, in as far as 
the empire is concerned. 


THE ANCIENT EMPIRE OF GERMANY, OF WHICH 
HANOVER FORMED A PART. 


Tue Holy Roman Empire consisted of the head of the 
state, the emperor; and three political bodies: the college 
of electors, the college of princes, and the college of the 
free imperial cities. 

The emperor was elected ; and his chief powers were the 
granting the investiture of their dominions to the sovereign 
princes, but which he was bound to do as the law directed ; 
the conferring of titles of nobility; but here again he had 
to promise that they should be bestowed only on such per- 
sons as would maintain their dignity, and could support 
their rank; and, after all, he could merely give the utle, 
as the power and privileges of a prince or a count must be 
allowed by their respective bodies before they could be exer- 
cised. He had, of course, all the privileges that belonged 
to the sovereign authority ; yet he was not considered avove 
the law, as the same body that elected him to the throne 
had the power, or occasionally assumed the right, of de- 
posing him from it. 

The college of electors was that body in which the power 
of electing the head of the state resided, This was a 
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the empire; but, in process of time, the many were ex- 
cluded by the manceuvre of the Archbishop of Mentz, at 
the election of Lothaire, in 1125. The great officers of the 
household gradually usurped this power, which they were 
allowed to exercise without any regular authority, till the 
famous golden bull of Charles the Fourth, in 1356. The 
electoral college, as then organized, consisted of the Arch- 
bishop of Mentz, the grand chancellor of the empire ; the 
Archbishop of Cologne, as grand chancellor for the kingdom 
of Italy; and the Archbishop of Treves, as grand chan- 
ecllor of France and Burgundy, or Arles. The King of 
Bohemia, as grand cupbearer of the empire, was the first 
lay member ; the Count Palatine of the Rhine, as high 
steward, the second; the Duke of Saxony, as grand mar- 
shal, the third; and the Margrave of Brandenburg, as 
grand chamberlain, the fourth. When F rederick the Fifth, 
count palatine, forfeited his honours in his contest for the 
crown of Bohemia, his electoral dignity was granted to the 
Duke of Bavaria; but, on the honours of the county pala- 
tine being restored to the son of Frederick, an eighth 
electorate was created for the Duke of Bavaria, in 1648; 
and, in 1692, Hanover and Luneburg were made a ninth 
electorate ; to which was first attached the office of great 
standard-bearer, and latterly that of grand treasurer. In 
the golden bull, the forms of procedure in the election of 
an emperor are fully detailed. © 
The college of princes consisted of all the sovereign 
princes of the empire, whether laymen or prelates; and 
also of the bishops, abbots, and lords of counties, who were 
not sovereign princes. The third college was formed ot 
the representatives of the free cities of the empire. All 


the civil and military affairs of the empire were regulated | 





ivilege, which, in early times, belonged to every prince of in what were called general diets, at which the emperor, 


when present, presided; but the Archbishop of Mentz 
presided in the college of electors; the Archduke of 
Austria, and the Archbishop of Saltzburg, alternately, in 
the college of princes; and the representative of the city 
where the diet sat, in the college of representatives. The 
two first colleges were called superior, and in effect consti- 
tuted the diet; but, by the peace of Westphalia, a decisive 
vote was recognised as the right of the imperial cities, 
which the two superior colleges should not infringe upon; 
their vote by the fundamental law being declared of equal 
weight with that of the electors and princes, 

All matters for discussion at the diet were generally first 
deliberated upon in the college of electors, and passed from 
that to the college of princes. In each college the senti- 
ments of the majority were conclusive; except in what had 
respect to fundamental laws, that affected the whole em 
pire; or in matters of religion, when they must be unani- 
mous. Every sovereign prince had a vote in the second 
college ; but the votes for the whole of the bishops and 
abbots who were not sovereigns were reduced to two; and 
the counts and nobles of the whole empire who had no 
sovereign rights had only four votes. The princes, there- 
fore, voted individually, but the prelates and nobles by 
benches. 

After a measure was adopted by the colleges, it was sub 
mitted to the emperor, who could confirm or reject it; but 
when it received his sanction, it was binding upon every 
member of the empire. 

Every prince, though nominally a subject of the empire, 
was virtually and absolutely a sovereign in his own do- 
minions ; could enter into foreign and domestic alliances; 
and pursue, by all political measures, his own private in 
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“terest as much as any other monarch could do, When an 
imperialwar was declared, he might remain neuter if the 
safety of the empire was not considered at stake ; and even 
then, if he furnished his legal quota of supply, Le might 
by alliances furnish as many troops as he pleased to any 
other power. Each state formed, as it were, an tmpertum 
in imperio. The government of the smallest principality 
resembled, in most instances, the machinery of the empire. 
Each prince bad his states, who met in the several provinces 
of his dominions, and were under the management of his 
privy council. 

When the dictum of Buonaparte put an end to the Ger- 
man constitution, and the Cesar of the West was obliged 
to content himself with the title of Emperor of Austria, 
this feudal compact was broken; the larger states became 
independent kingdoms, and a number of the minor prinei- 

alities were deprived of their right of sovereignty: they 
ame, as we have said, mediatized. According to the 
present constitution of Germany, as settled at Vienna, in 
1815, these mediatized principalities are in¢orporated with 
the Austrian empire, Prussia, Hanover, or others of the 
newly-formed kingdoms; and, though retaining their rank 
and privileges as to blood, their former rulers have sunk 
into the first class of nobility. The states which were not 
of sufficient extent to form a kingdom, were made grand 
duchies; others, again, retain their former rank of sovereign 
duchies, and the ruler of Hesse Cassel is the only prince 
that has the title of elector under the new arrangement. 
The diet of the confederation sits at Frankfort: and every 
sovereign prince, whether emperor, king, elector, grand 
duke, or duke, has a representative at that diet. Each 
state is obliged to keep ready for service its regulated quota 
of troops, and to support by its individual means the 
general welfare of the whole confederation. Buonaparte’s 
arrangement extended only to a number of the minor 
German states, and was called the Confederation of the 
Rhine; but the present settlement of the constitution com- 
prehends the whole of what is known as Germany. 


PRESENT STATE OF HANOVER—THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEM BLY—RELIGION——EDUCATION, 


Tue greatest improvement in the representation of Hanover 
since it became a kingdom, was the formation of one 
general assembly from the several provincial states, which 
was called upon to decide in the enactment of laws, and to 
advise the sovereign in matters of policy; and where one 
uniform system was adopted for the whole kingdom, instead 
of the jarring and often incompatible regulations of the 
states of every petty province, formed solely for their own 
guidance and advantage, and, as was occasionally the case, 
in direct opposition to the general good. George the Fourth, 
however, wisely continued to the provinces their former 
states, for the management of their internal affairs; and 
there was no attempt made to push the improvements in 
legislation beyond the wisdom of the age, or to divert it 
from the known and approved channels of antiquity. In 
no imstance did his majesty’s advisers show more good 
sense and sound discretion, than in adapting the new con- 
stitution of the kingdom, in matters of form, to the esta- 
blished and well understood proceedings of their ancient 
provincial states, and in limiting the power and preroga- 
tives of the new representative body to the as yet bounded 
knowledge in general politics of those who composed a 
majority of the chambers; and we hope to see matters 
return to something of the same order under Ernest 
Augustus the First. 

The established religion of the country, with the exception 
of two provinces, is the Lutheran; and the government of 
the church is under the direction of pastors, and general 
and special superintendents. But every religion has free 
toleration, and all denominations of Christians are eligible 
for the highest offices of the state. The Jews, who are ina 
great measure the bankers of the kingdom, are in some 
degree restricted as to residence in particular cities, but are 
equally under the proteetion of the law as the other citizens. 

The Lutheran cage are all resident, and form a most 
respectable body of men, highly distinguished for their 
learning and moral conduct. A certain number of parishes 
form a special superintendency, which is under the inspec- 
tion, in spiritual matters, of an intendant, who is also the 
simple pastor of a parish, and has the duty of his own cure 
to perform. The special superintendencies of a district, or 
province, are under the direction of a general superinten- 


dent, a member of the same body, and who possesses no 
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other temporal powers or prerogatives than what beleng t 
the humblest of the parish priests. The affairs of this 
church, in a national point of view, are managed by genera] 
courts, called the Conststoria; of which there are four ip 
the kingdom. These courts are composed each of a cep 
..tain number of the clergy, and some laymen appointed by 
the king*. The members are called councillors of the 
consistory, and have the direction of all matters connected 
with the property of the church, the settling of tithes and 
stipends, and the examination and ordination of candidates 
for the ministry. The tithes in some instances have beéy 
valued, and are paid at a fixed rate in money; and, while 
many of the salaries are scarcely sufficient for the decent 
support of the ministers of the temple, there are few who 
can be said to have more than is required for their respec 
ability and rank in lifes The heads of one or two of the 
reformed convents enjoy some kind of hereditary rank; 
thus the Abbot of Loccum is considered the head of the 
consistorial court of the district of Hanover, and sits, by 
right, in the first chamber of the legislative assembly ; but 
in other respects the church government of Luther par 
takes much of the presbyterian system. What is called 
the reformed church in Germany is purely presbyterian; 
and several congregations of this church exist in different 
parts of the kingdom. The reformed convents, or cloisters, 
though a part of the church-establishment, are governed in 
temporal and spiritual matters by a separate jurisdiction; 
each has its own abbot or abbess, and sends its representa 
tive to the general states. The general government is 
| vested in what is called the cloister-chamber; and their 
revenues are expended in the support and education of a 
number of young men and women, who are elected by the 
heads of the convent, or presented by the king. They 
resemble the foundation schools or endowed colleges of 
England. 

Hiidesheim and Osnaburg are both catholic provinces, 
and were formerly sovereign bishoprics; but they too 
have been mediatized. The catholic Bishop of Osnaburg 
is merely a spiritual dignitary; and the succcesor of the 
last Prince-bishop of Hildesheim has become the same, 
with a revenue adequate to the duties of his spiritual office, 
Both these prelates have seats in the first chamber of the 
States-General. 

Education is much attended to in the kingdom of 
Hanover. Almost every parish has its public school ; and 
there is a richly endowed establishment in the city of 
Hanover, for the gratuitous and liberal education of all 
such as are desirous of becoming teachers of youth. The 
peasantry, therefore, are, in general, well informed, as the 
schools are properly conducted and numerously attended; 
and the clergy, much to their credit, take a lively interes 
in the improvement and discipline of the seminaries of 
education. 

As a seat of ‘earning, Géttingen, the principal univer- 
sity of the kingdom, has long ranked high in the republie 
of letters. It was founded by George the Second, in 1737; 
and its fume has been established by a succession of illus 
trious men, whose names will be held in respect while 
iiterature and the sciences continue to be cultivated. Asa 
philosopher and natural historian, few have equalled the 
venerable Blumenbach, who still lives: and Haller, the 
prince of physiologists, taught in the schools of this seminary. 


THE CITY OF HANOVER—GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE 
PEOPLE—PRISON DISCIPLINE—PUBLIC REVENUE. 


Hanover, which is now the capital city of the kingdom, 
and the residence of the court, was, till a late period, 4 
small place of very little note, and scarcely considered a8 
the chief town of the province of Calemberg. It was not 
till 1650, when Calemberg became a sovereign principality, 
under John Frederick, the third son of George Duke of 
Luneburg, that this town was chosen as the residence of 
any of the Brunswick princes, John Frederick, the first 
Duke of Hanover, built a palace for himself, and greatly 
enlarged the town; but it was Ernest Augustus, his 
next brother, that made it a superb city, and enriched it 
with many publie and private buildings of great beauty 
and taste. Architects and sculptors were invited from 
France and Italy. to decorate the city with palaces and 
statues. The palace and gardens of Herrenhausen, distant 
about a mile from the city, were planned and comple 


* There are four consistories, ten gooeeale and ninety-two epecial, 
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hurch, and two catholic consi 
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under the immediate superintendence of the prince him- 
self, and became the favourite residence of his illustrious 
widow, the Electress Sophia, who died here in 1714, soon 
after she had been declared the heiress of the English 
crown. So many were the improvements, and so rapidly 
did the population iacrease, that during the reign of Ernest 
Augustus, which was not more than nineteen years, from 
1679 to 1698, a new town, considerably larger than the old, 
was built, and the city is still divided into the old and the 
new town. We have given a view of the principal church 
in the new town, which contains, besides many other public 
buildings, the Fiirsten Hoff, the Public Library, or Royal 
Library, of which the celebrated Leibnitz was the keeper, 
the palaces of most of the principal nobility, and the publie 
schools; but by far the finest buildings in the city are the 
Royal Stables. The Guelphs in all ages seem to have been 
lovers of horses, and to have excelled in horsemanship. 
Those who have seen the sovereignof England proceeding 
in state to open the Parliament at Westminster, can form 
some idea of the beauty and magnificence of the Hanove- 
riau horses, and the stables in which they are accommo- 
dated form one of the greatest ornaments of the city of 
Hanover. Almost all the other public buildings with 
which Ernest Augustus had adorned his favourite city, 
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were allowed to fall into decay after his son, George the | 
First, ascended the English throne. War gave its powerful | 


aid tothe natural ravages of time, and when the French 
armies were driven from the country in 1813-14, Hanover 
might be considered as a city in ruins. Since the restora- 


tion, however, the royal palaces have all been repaired, | 
the town has been greatly enlarged, many new and splendid | 
residences have been built, and the capital has fully kept | 
pace with the increasing industry and wealth of the whole | 
kingdom. There wanted but the presence of the sovereign | 


to render this one of the happiest countries in the world, 
and now that they have obtained this long-cherished wish 
of their hearts, we expect to see this kingdom take a 
much higher rank than it has ever yet done amongst the 
nations of Europe, 

The Hanoverians are amongst the most loyal people on 
earth. We speak of the great body of the population ; not 
of the half-Frenchified infidel few, who were the slaves 
and sycophants of a Buonapartean usurper, Of these 
the country never did contain many; on the contrary, 
ninety-nine out of every hundred of the whole population 
are devotedly loyal, and most sincerly attached to the per- 
son and government of their king. It stands upon record, 
that during the late war, when Hanover was for a time in 
the occupation of the enemy, no oppression could check 
the expression of their loyalty and attachment, when the 
return of the king's birth-day, or any national feast, led the 
Hanoverians to refleet on the days of old. 

Public begging is prohibited in Hanover, and in most of 
the other towns of the kingdom. The poor are supported 
from funds contributed by the state; and, in particular 
places, by a tax or fine upon all persons who enter the town 
or go out of it after a certain hour in the evening. The 
concerns of the poor are in general well managed, and the 
English system of saving banks has been introduced with 
good effect into several districts. 

The system of prison discipline in this country 1s most 
excellent, and in our opinion much superior to that in Eng- 





land. Whatever may be the cruelty and barbarism of the | 


existing criminal law, it is mildly executed by the present 
government, The prisoners and the convicted criminals 
are treated with great judgment and humanity. 


The house of correction at Celle, and the house of in- | 
dustry at Hildesheim, are establishments that would do | 
The latter establishment, the | 
house of industry at Hildesheim, certaiuly merits every | 


honour to any country. 


commendation, 

The conviets employed on the public works at Stade and 
Hameln, are also judiciously managed; and when their 
services are not required by the government, they are 
allowed to work for the inhabitants, and are regularly paid 
a fixed sum per day. 

The public revenue of the kingdom arises from the rents 
of the public domains; which consist of part of the un- 
claimed property of the monasteries suppressed at the 
Reformation, and from an income tax, a poll tax, with 
the duties of custom* and excise on all goods imported for 


* All kinds of dry goods did pay a duty of half a dollar per ewt. 
on entering the kingdom ; wine twelve dollars, brandy and spirits 
thirty-two, per hogshead ; but these rates have been altered since 1820. 





home consumption. It amounted, in 1818, to the sum of 
three millions one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or 
five hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds sterling ; but 
the expenses of the year exceeded that ineome by seven 
hundred thousand dollars, or one hundred and sixteen 
thousand pounds: and, to make up for the deficiency, a loan 
of eight hundred thousand dollars was necessary. The public 
debt of the kingdom amounted then to about nine millions 
of dollars; and the public revenue was expended in paying 
the interest of this debt, and in maintaining the army, in 
supporting public and charitable institutions, and the 
public officers of the state. The poll tax was, perhaps, une 
equally imposed, as the riehest nobles only pay twelve 
pence, while the poorest servant must pay three pence; 
and, respecting the income tax, we have been assured that 
no merchant in the capital returned his profits at more than 
fifty pounds per annum. 


THE MILITARY FORCE, 


HANoveER, as a kingdom, is open on all sides to an inva- 
ding enemy; and when negotiation fails, its independence 
can only be maintained by a well organized military force, 
and a close and cordial alliance with England. 

The Duke of Cambridge, with the title of governor- 
general of the kingdom, was also commander-in-chief of 
the army; but the military, as well as the civil concerns of 
Hanover, were directed by the cabinet ministers, who, as 
a body, represented the absent sovereign. 

The present military force consists of a regiment of foot 
and two brigades of horse artillery, with a corps of engi 
neers; four regiments of hussars, and four of heavy 
cavalry; two regiments of foot guards, and ten of regular 
infantry, besides the landwebr; and forms a very efficient 
and well drilled body of troops. This force was maintained 
at an expense considered rather burdensome to the nation. 
The subject has been much discussed in the meetings o 
the general states, and it is only lately that the army was 
placed on a permanent footing. 

In the generai history of Germany, we often meet 
with accounts of the gallantry and good conduct of the 
armies of Brunswick and Luneburg; and we can state 
with confidence, that they have not degenerated since the 
accession of the sovereign of these states to the crown o 
Britain. In the seven years’ war, the Brunswick troops, 
and a Brunswick prince, were the saviours of the liberties 
of Germany, if not of Europe; and in every war in which 
England has been engaged since the succession, the Hano- 
verians have been ready to shed their best blood in her 
cause. At Gibraltar, and in the East Indies, their fame 
has been established; and while valour in the field and 
strict discipline in the camp continue to be esteemed the 
characteristics of good soldiers, the name of the King's 
German Legion, which served with such distinguished 
effect during the whole of the late war with France, may 
be held up as a pattern for future armies, 

THE DUCHY OF BRUNSWICK. 

Tuese general remarks, we have to observe, apply equally 
to the duchy of Brunswick, which, though in every respect 
a separate state, is still an integral part of the Guelphic 
possessions in Germany. The vassals of Brunswick owe 
allegiance to the King of Hanover, while those of Hanover 
swear fealty to the Dukes of Brunswick. Both sovereigns 
are descended from one common father*; and in the event 
of either branch becoming extinct in the male line, the 
other succeeds as a matter of course. The city of Bruns- 
wick, since the days of Henry the Lion, has always been 
considered the capital of the country, though not always 
possessed by the eldest branch of the house. It therefore 
contains many remains of ancient splendour, and more of 
modern improvement, than the city of Hanover, which only 
rose, as we have shown, into notice at the end of the 
seventeenth century. Ernest Augustus, Bishop of Osna- 
burg, was able to form a new dynasty in his house: he 
raised the states of Luneburg to the rank of an electorate; 
and with him the title of Duke of Brunswick and Luneburg 
became second to that of Elector of Hanover. That city, 
therefore, which, as we have said, now gives a name to 
the kingdom, owes its rank, as well as its splendour, to 
that prince. 

The duchy of Brunswick contains about two hundred 


* Ernest Augustus, Duke of Celle, who died in 1546, and whe 
first consolidated all the Principalities. 
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and twenty thousand inhabitants, and of these about forty 
thousand are in the capital. The soil of the duchy is, in 
general, good; and we think we have remarked that the 
peasautry are, in some districts, a more industrious and more 
opulent class than those of Hanover. 

This state suffered equally from the oppressions of the 
French rulers, during its occupation by the usurper; but 
as Brunswick was in a great measure a rival of Cassel, it 
enjoyed a share of the favour and protection of Jerome 
Btonaparte. The ducal palace was fitted up for his resi- 
deuce, and it was his intention to have made it the occa- 
siqnal seat of his government. 

The city of Brunswick became, at a very early period, a 
member of the Hanseatic league; and, in point of wealth 
and power had few equals in that confederacy. This city was 
frequently in rebellion against the sovereign of the country ; 
and the pride end insolence of the burghers were often the 
cause of civil wars. It was strongly fortified in former 
times; but the father of the late duke, in 1800, destroyed 
all the ramparts, and converted them into public walks,— 
a circumstance which, in all probability, saved the city from 
the ruin that awaited almost all the fortified places that fell 
into the hands of the French, during their revolutionary 
campaigns in Germany. Its commercial intercourse is still 
kept up with the world by means of a great fair, or messe, 
held annually in the old town-house. 

Besides the old cathedral of St. Blaze, built by Henry 
the Lion in 1172, Brunswick still possesses many fine 
specimens of Gothic architecture. The present palace was 
built early in the last century, and is a magnificent modern 
edifice. The front is ornamented with columns of the Ionic 
order; it is finished with great taste in the interior; and 
as this state has al ways enjoyed the presence of its sovereign, 
the capital, as well as the country, has kept pace with the 
improvements of the age. 

Wolfenbuttle, which was often the capital of a separate 
state, is the city next in rank to Brunswick ; but its palaces 
are now in ruins; and the principal object of attraction is 
the magnificent library, founded by Duke Augustus, previous 
to 1666. This library contains about two hundred thousand 
printed books, besides a large and valuable collection of 
ancient manuscripts. Many of the books are fine speci- 
mens of the first ages of printing, particularly an edition 
of Plutarch’s Lives, and Livy's History, printed ia 1478. 
There is also a curious collection of Bibles in all languages, 
amounting to above a thousand, which were deposited here 
by one of the Duchesses of Brunswick. But there have 
been no additions to any part of this library since the 
middle of last century. 

The high courts of appeal, in civil and criminal matters, 
for the duchy of Brunswick, are held at Wolfenbuttle; as 
also those for the petty states of Lippe, Waldeck, and others. 
The laws, religion, and constitution, are essentially the 
same as in Hanover. During the minority of the Duke, 
the King of England was regent of the country; and the 
Hanoverian minister in London the official organ of com- 
munication with the regent in all matters of government. 
The revenue of the duchy amounts to about two millions 
and a half of dollars; and it has been managed with so 
much care and attention, that we believe there is no public 
debt. The state maintains an armed force of about five 
thousand men, including the landwehr. 

What we have said of the troops of Hanover, applies with 
equal propriety to those of Brunswick; and the corps of 
Bruns wick-Oéls, a gallant band of patriots who followed 
their prince into exile, were not less distinguished for their 
good conduct during the late war, than their countrymen 
of the King’s German Legion. 

It is the pride and the boast of this branch of the illus- 
trious house of Guelph, that it has produced some of the 
greatest generals the world ever saw ; and the grand-father 
and father of the present sovereign of Brunswick, like many 
of their ancestors, fell covered with glory in the field of 
battle, and while engaged in the defence of the liberties of 
Europe. The great Duke Charles-William Ferdinand was 
mortally wounded in the unfortunate, but ever memorable 
battle of Jena, 1806; and his no less distinguished son, 
Frederick-William, was killed at the head of his brave 
Brunswick cavalry at Quatre Bras, on the 16th of June, 
1815, while acting with the British army under the com- 
mand of the Duke of Wellington. The Duke, Charles- 
William-Ferdinand, born on the 30th of October, 1804, and 
his brother, Duke Augustus-William, born the 25th of 
April, 1806, are the only remaining issue of the brave 
Frederick-William. Their mother was a princess of Baden; 


but dying in 1808, they were left orphans at the court of 
their grandfather, while their gallant father was an exile 
in England. The tyrant of Europe, irritated at the con. 
duct of the Duke of Brunswick, in retiring to England 
with his unconquered patriots, was determined to take re- 
venge upon his innocent children ; and a plan was laid to 
carry them off from the court of Baden. It was happily 
discovered ; and they were saved, and conveyed to ug- 
land, where they remained till the peace of 1814. As soon 
as Duke Charles became of age, he was put in possession 
of the Duchy, but we believe it was soon discovered that he 
was incapable of governing a free people. It is not our 
business to record the errors or faults of princes :—the 
States, of the Duchy, removed him from the government in 
1831, and conferred the chief authority upon his brother, 
Duke Augustus. Their decision was approved by the 
King of Hanover, and Duke Augustus continues to admi- 
nister the government of the States of Brunswick; but it 
showed a great want of principle in the advisers of his late 
majesty, when they prevailed upon good King William to 
to exclude not only Duke Charles, but also his legitimate 
issue, from the throne of Brunswick. This was sanctioning 
a dangerdus precedent, and a severe blow at the established 
! order of succession in all civilized countries. 


The greatest antiquity in the city of Brunswick is the 
statue of the Lion, erected by Henry, Duke of Bavaria, 
Saxony, and Brunswick, surnamed “ The Lion,” who 
married Matilda, Princess Royal of England, and daughter 
of Henry the Second, 
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THE LION OF BRUNSWICK, ERECTED a.v. 1I66. 
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